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Dear LTLS,

As you know President Obama has signed the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) into law. There are many possibilities for your
library to benefit from this law to improve services and facilities. This
issue of the Trustee Connection will highlight some of the issues and
point you to web sites where you can track additional information as it
becomes available. Implementation of ARRA will likely be a complex
process but we want to be sure that libraries in East Central Illinois have
the best possible opportunity to make their needs know to receive some
of this funding.
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The ARRA and Libraries

The American Library Association's Washington office has identified the
following areas that could help libraries.

- $7.2 billion to increase broadband access and usage in unserved and
underserved areas of the nation, including $200 million in competitive
grants for expanding public-computer capacity at public libraries and
community colleges. This includes $650 million for DTV, $90 million of
which may be used by organizations, including libraries, for education and
outreach to vulnerable populations;

- $53.6 billion for the State Fiscal Stabilization Fund, including $39.5
billion to local school districts using existing funding formulas; among the
permissible uses is school modernization, which could benefit school
libraries; $5 billion to states as bonus grants for meeting key
performance measures in education; and $8.8 billion to states for high-
priority needs such as public safety and other critical services, which may
include public libraries and the modernization, renovation, and repairs of
the facilities of public schools and institutions of higher education;

- $120 million for the Senior Community Service Program to provide
community service jobs at nonprofit and public facilities, including
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Stimulus Input From
Libraries

When federal stimulus
funding is released, each
state will have to identify
fundable projects that can
be started quickly. The
Illinois Library Association
(ILA) asked libraries
across the state to identify
local "shovel-ready"
projects and has compiled
a list of library projects for
consideration by Governor
Quinn. The list describes
library construction and
renovation needs across
the state that are at an
advanced planning stage
and could begin quickly if
funding is available. ILA
has sent the list to
members of the Illinois
congressional delegation,
the Governor, Secretary of
State and the Illinois
Department of Commerce
and Economic Opportunity
for consideration.
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http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb9-tpeBvl4YGK3kwepGNbheVgCHk275nTx487DgZxQA1PK7T5iKIZqmhBCxy1LX_QtngXWIJbssnXWsKSReKA-mvUEwjgROmgxY=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb99NadR1uC9nnBif8HrUp9OWJNdWGdEmtvtoVxTww1Mt7D6IPbgtzvkx7MaWP1cjBPsHIdkclpiUL204BTy_gQQiQExhro3uwLOyopHxBXa2wjlCHWKNMCY8CUKFsG-bVPw=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb9-FtvtXiWi9XIiQjh5K2Z5L3YzGIeX0asSDXkplr-_iVq6w3Zbcu3bDdFyODKdRkW7TZtgVKvgtp2pE3r9GUhpzQaVc5qGIQrng63HRx7LCwg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb9-FTNVd75zJDPFOk5U1ODcmvpuAcMtCJzqYMwOYAtdFpt4SwcPgcnm7Rd0k-Z2Z-HmpJNn4DRSR38ZexemTy3nUT1tYMeHrl2EI-iIpACjAZwc3aYTbpr4p
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb99i20JSbYnla20gYsQBlApIhnucYhE7B2-b2z1gK0aIqmvqzdkn9FSsKwUD4wfugTXF3BhxXoRL3b1y6r-ejgDsO56_fIXYa2ITSjSSF78Zym-MDsTm7KUV
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb9-imBm_aLb1_IeyliupmHtO3-JZYDkvJXAZ6m6aGAxpxXaBXiBfZ4tmvL0wti-EgwaRXoQJHWVe8Dckdz6OiceUJ0XNSpLLbkoJ6mAP797admCztMg2Q6vvrc-xHPi_uwh6hrWZXHXLcY-6hsUhOPnMKsOn9LgJ5cI=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb99btXLrM-SH85EYtIDkcgEZfgkAwYZOV1jKh2Xe8K2sQk8aZf_xh1xY5COnzfCIok8PiFktEhBVhdrDtUSgofaxBAX52FhVUE8GTA4877bo3S9NkPRIhdXGQshjpkC8ihpUAkW1gEWnZg==
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1011298109111

libraries, to 24,000 older Americans;
- $130 million for the Rural Community Facilities Program to provide
loans and grants for rural community facilities, including libraries.

Washington Office Executive Director Emily Sheketoff says that librarians
"need to start talking to their governors to make sure the governors
know to direct funds to libraries."

ALA President Jim Rettig said that he believes "we now have a
responsibility to reach out to our governors and state officials to highlight
the funding available to libraries through this bill and to advocate that
investing that funding in libraries is a wise and efficient use of taxpayer
dollars during this difficult economic time."

Why Libraries are Important to Economic
Recovery

The best way to answer this is to post the text of a letter that Jeffrey
Scherer, board chair for Libraries for the Future in New York and architect
at Meyer Scherer & Rockcastle in Minneapolis wrote. The letter is short but
we hope it motivates you and your fellow board members to write one of
your own to your local paper. Here is the text:

"America's public libraries are at the center of one of the most radical
changes of information dissemination, use, and importance in our history.
In many communities, they are the only source for individuals to connect
to the World Wide Web, get reading materials and information essential
to their rapidly changing lives-including employment and education
materials. In these troubled economic times, they are even more critical
as our citizen's purchasing power has evaporated."

If would like assistance from the LTLS Consultants in writing a letter just
send an email to jison@lincolntrail.info and we are ready and willing to
help.

ARRA Resources Webliography

ALA
A collection of Recovery Act resources from ALA

White House
The federal web site that tracks how the money is being spent

State of Illinois
A web site created to help Illinois libraries share and suggest projects
that qualify for Recovery Act funding.

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
A printable copy of the Recovery Act

LTLS Features February 2009
Our feature articles on "The Role of Libraries In Tough Economic Times"

District Dispatch If you want to know what's going on in Washington from
the library perspective, this is the one page you need to bookmark.

Return on Investment to Communities

Public Libraries make many contributions to the community but it is
important to make the case that they provide a huge Return on
Investment (ROI). A 2001 study by Glen Holt, then Director of St. Louis
Public Library, showed that for every $1.00 spent on it's public library a
community received $4.00 in return. In 2006 the Cortez Public Library in
southwest Colorado reported a ROI of $31 for every $1.00 investment.
Today the numbers are higher and there are several calculators available
for your library to use to demonstrate the great value you are providing
to your community. The North Suburan Library System in Deerfield,
Illinois has developed an online ROI calculator that can be used to
calculate the library's ROI for the community as well as an individual's
ROI from the library.



http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb9-l7y1bL5yDm7h2_NJ0_HOLbcMJclCEqGHfNKS39jiUdfgCxHMg9djEWg6ufCQnRZuIWVadaHoV4js5yfCAXYLXo8svogQgTEXFNTD7W8eS3LpceYYNMR4VxboW8VrXmq1JSaukCEe2r9C8_5s77unf_so_0YNCFqxlVC4A1p-NM_dlm0eqqrMU8K3w36RAZXv5-I3FUcUVaQ==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb9-CZaAjGN6XnhQjd4LcQ_s1bewLJ1R3tDVGIR1Fzh5kLoyQUnkLHGOzjFMAeEw2egrE6FEsRG7BMWccYht6I_6wiKqS2zlkpRrP4ULQn-BsdU-X0mBrb_Zn
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb983P780s7T_OlJIWp5x3fXb5AUaimdwYIjm1oxLf0xrCsHeX60GnllxPqC55hzTsdflpEtemk0X1LGRCmHuKwVpqHd1pnbDMOE7KkjnIoi_Nw==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb98BzFivhvMjh9U8wwVm9gdueBZZ9XxdkbIK7B4Z6PJtRhzp3Af_AFyn0o3w85jcodJAxg3B3PP7x4spMkNXoyZU_Jk-Jkmyxbtz5pSv9LHuNZ5mZHrYnWS_
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb98iA0fDKq3ZSMWd1y0npmbKSdHa-fB2P83jUwwuyF_x8Or3Y24YWfOrEQ4_Md8CUcuPB8Q3ZI83P7d3iT-FS7Z-Hj5daUPDKlNTUhVvg6aqcVJ7_cyfw1O5aLNqTdH7Yi0=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb9-IEQ18reeZp9lXCiZCy4DIJIwudWgprD8g8uuwH5CZNCx_ocYf-najrxX-dF4m7ZJeRznRVBwm84_Yid6xxdp_cRGa7c43h-E=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb99UD-5qtsmvQVJKmPtDUgfnxjKNqLrAvc1p8-4Tjkr6bH902AMr7sh6-gJIAVo1Rhuk4afWOB6qgLfW51VfgRMTNatFctVU8NXW6qgnzSbOT8vG-90QEceQOBXH1ZnGt_w=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb99lVDPjvM6Bs7Oq41t075nCz0cvgC8VX6WdIdy_meOcfuvlIBc99zWiyByI1ZzLmK78gyW9en75du3hGXpFa4Tw4I1YdGF5GdBaxAJMthGIQQ==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb99x4P9-kMRsT89Fr7d34gF_L9SVo-SJk8-paOPciR9T6TxjWjshf7O0NWEund6WPZZIpLs68v_FUaa_r_WFkN53w4v9LftXkLdKk4SVr75xFPQrv8mLZbcL2h87jp1LPRM=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb9_a8YxLO-rZPS2blJqrwyV69T4pVEoqHgJSrEu6DdFKd9vaENGGODKajoAukdD-hKFeyESPe6MMZgD-UOKCpl8XPoOF2wF4KH1KEG-4bAtuTg==

For further information the following Webliography updated by George
Needham, Vice President of Member Services has a lot of great
information on this topic.

ROI and Advocacy Resources

Compiled by Don Reynolds, Past President of the Association of Rural and
Small Libraries, and Director, Nolichucky Regional Library, Morristown,
Tennessee

Updated February 20, 2009

Public Library Benefits Valuation Study. St. Louis Public Library, April
2001.

Library's Contribution to Your Community. Illinois Regional Library
Systems, 2002/3.

Libraries: How they stack up. An OCLC Report. OCLC, 2003.

Value of Public Library Services. Massachusetts Library Association,
October 2003. Also available: "Estimated retail value and Values
explained" and Calculator work sheet

The Economic Impact of Public Libraries on South Carolina. January 2005.

Taxpayer Return-on-Investment (ROI) in Pennsylvania Public Libraries.
Pennsylvania Library Association, September 2006.

Value for Money: Southwestern Ohio's Return from Investment in Public
Libraries. November 2006. Report Summary

Making Cities Stronger: Public Library Contributions to Local Economic
Development. Urban Libraries Council, January 2007.

Worth Their Weight - An Assessment of the Evolving Field of Library
Valuation. Americans for Libraries Council (Libraries for the Future), May
2007. Two notes:

1.) This report summarizes all the various valuation projects from around
the country.

2.) I was having some trouble getting this to download, but was told by
Libraries for the Future that the website issue is being addressed.

Vermont Library Association's Library Use Value Calculator - What is your
library worth to you? August 2007. (Note: Follows Massachusetts model.)

Return on Investment for Public Libraries. Library Research Service
(Colorado), 2007/8. Note: This site also includes numerous case studies
of individual libraries. Individual ROI Calculator.

Return on Investment (ROI). North Suburban Library System (Illinois),
2008. (Note: Two calculators are available here, one for a library's return
on investment to the community, one for the ROI for an individual.)

Maine State Library's Library Use Value Calculator. Updated 2008. Note:
This approach also follows Massachusetts model.

New York Libraries: How They Stack Up! Revised October 2008. Printable
brochure version, also revised October 2008

Library Value Calculator For every $1.00 in taxes you spend on the
Denver Public Library, how much do you receive in return?

It's Your Turn
Use our online input form to tell us what topics you would like us to
cover in the next issue.
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http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb9_dnoOneuCaznf6av6bkp_k6CKCXyp7bwiHUou7xxwEGwB1IV2kPiY83DIYCuDgnSUpthPSx8qYy4WX1rYW-DvirZ1fZK__XI-nmulBxwybZ98QBk00kkyVw2WnSeREEEXWMneK5FxzhqQVL_YLBNrB
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb9_a8YxLO-rZPS2blJqrwyV69T4pVEoqHgJSrEu6DdFKd9vaENGGODKajoAukdD-hKFeyESPe6MMZgD-UOKCpl8XPoOF2wF4KH1KEG-4bAtuTg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb99tA6M17zi5sofNk2PGhOEyKbCXbpKZ4dR8Qofiv1awAl0z-V3MtTo670KdH_jNxpNnExFPt-oLjlADXA7UUsxmfSZfldE7vX8GVk9dW5os9Csv4_fIiwvmSMXfUk3veOw=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb98Jrf29wehmukA8mtNAPcgAUFWU8K-C2p8hnIHTuQS_6kZWY5m0aM6GvDHTPKyBvPUprA5-baU1RkCQiq9KjIgUfij-4lpwPletf_LpbzXusy9WJswttmWEkRHu753PRG3MmrcVvq1SbOE_ZMhLOJ3FnRoro7WxIIg=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb9-mJN2EbNbjnndYyJO4zU8wlFu7vq9WTgy7Ed-VshOxnPn6Znj0iDfbuEw7qEZldkY0mN2oUdrV2Ac0mzo7-U6MQOhP3X_Jd1llNXdIf1UrmiYMLeJ--qIlEGS71JqduZk=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb99Oq-diC5UUUIfB9iWrPwJL8SvC5rFM3UF4cNxxeHFJRJY7dTbJ8d5wRI0xdB3XA78bIggWw9QocmzLWZ94ar5kWIQrqBHzAFC0Bg0Hc-C0OFVLUVT6HLAj
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb98DjbzSVyKharX5WpBOmAR7YVMX8Jy451zj3Ic5mrLPuPZ9nIzUvRGDLcvnN_-b1JrRb32mqEgQ8dJBjo_iKt3eyyy_Ps83XhIAevbn7UFK3KFpNPwD3xwQPA0hS2rZWxk=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb9_-4zuIIC-ShVPbsMcCSCjV8JalYnO8VrMRAey2wHiEmWzgt3o2wicsjH-jXWTdpAbKefmvCMAulHGeOWlyPaF5qSt3O_9NPyuoMesgbR29QV0UW9V-Gr6Ubcp6nANQlBNzcmpgOXLWKbmKhTQ0gHb9
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb9_tmprHowO0wLnwndmPVA7sFb_PTd42V5nfxCsXI7vxoihXQHQmAbVedM98rg5lnc7OJk_VHcfS_OrWBgVy9Ju39OAmlT2Yl_OEb0KYCS0hcNQd0r5aF7UjepQOU4Muk55BVewnwpTOBg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb98t__L9YuJ45xY5FvQMeTKO5VWT1jwASzvFi9XEeNjmkps2EYlPDFA39PBVXXaDh3LPI4bXRk8vcSO9KOosAW1lBG5UC8lIvPNEprtDO1l_97nxElWU_CDJ
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http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb99JZSnpXWqAOgd8dpTZwuvx6Wn3m964Ge5uLJo-1fYtjVof5IYMSNI9q6nB-1BA05_TnC_uFjPNpayp2mjHz4uHplns7JfZ5QaH7a6uA0CruVm1vGRiQRcER4mIdVhfq-4=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb99G942wlGtqyegxF1JlmmVThu-5uqeVU_QXqg4xBMA44wYjo88YiADG3XGcT1J22TR5REaapz9AJzhBrxA4ZJhjCXlJ_DiE_2MM7vXCn4nCpZtm6s3vC5cnL6wLGOeoD8ubx7QHszstBg==
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http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102476708310&e=00166c7kSNbb98CuAvJcW1qW9TzZEiUR25RIYAuAhhRlfBSakbq9wJhOwQ19dalDtH8DwHzoamKnX2gzzv1qGiGPJa29JsUpucl6-_WFaU7aab0iqwk1kyTu_ASugoWbyjO2aqYJ0WlyPw5FxgOgRvF6gkEI4Y-IuCIVNqD2gYZsvY=

For More Information
You can get more information about topics covered in this issue by
contacting any LTLS Consultant.

Links in Articles

For your convenience, LTLS has bookmarked all the links in this issue
on our Delicious.com shared bookmarks page at
http://delicious.com/lincolntrail/trusteenews2009-2.
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