Literature

By AMY F. REITER
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ometimes “The
beginning.

Especially if vou belong to

one of the many area book
clubs, groups burgeoning in
bookstores, libraries and even

has a way of bringing people together

lion Little Pieces."”

Finding members for the group wasn't dif-
ficull lor Gates-Wieneke.

“A lot of people that I am friends with
read books and read similar kinds of books
to what I read,” she said. “It's social, it's fun
and it's educational, too. We do study and
actually learn things.”

For participants in Champaign Public
Library book groups, socializing and learn-
ing alao go hand in hand.

Those clubs focus on genres, age groups
and even groups of authors, High school stu-
dents can talk about bestsellers and teen-
geared books at “Kick Back and Read.”
Muothers and daughters can share literature
in a club geared toward them both,

Mixed reviews

End" is just the

affices.

Lovers of romances, science fiction, med-
ical literature, contemporary novels and
more can find their niche to talk about
favarite (and not-so-favorite) works and to
dizzect texts in search of a better under-
standing af the material.

More on book clubs
Mew Ul group all about
the collectors, E-B.

They talk
books, but it's not
all about books,

For friends in

an informal
paperback club
that often meets at Pages for All Ages in
Savoy, the group is a good way to get togeth-
er.

For memhers of the Cover-to-Cover Club
at the Douglass Branch of the Champaign
Public Library, it's about discovering the
works of African-American authors — in
hetween swapping stories about children
and personal lives.

For administrators of the Urhana school
district, it's about finding new and better
ways to lead, o

“Sharing & book, it really adds to vour
experience ... (and) fills in the gaps you
might have,” said Tonia Leotsakos, leader of
a contemporary fiction group and a floor
manager at Pages for All Ages. In her
group, she said, “{attendees) come to see the
penple, not just to talk about the book. Tt
becomes a social thing.”

Many book groups choose (o meet at
Pages, partly for the available snacks and
mellow atmosphere and partly for the dis-
count on reading group books. The store
gives a 15 percent discount to all reading
group leaders on any book, as well as a dis-
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Essie Harris listens to Marie Bleus-Francois make a point about The Coldest Winter Ever’
by Sister Souljah, the Cover-to-Cover Club's latest reading. The club meets on the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month at the Douglass Branch of Champaign Public Library to talk
about books by contemporary African-American writers.

count to all group members for their group’s
book selection,

very eclectic.”

In February, they read Tim ('Brien’s
“The Things They Carried,” a collection of
short stories centered on the Vietnam War

Sitting in & circle, they discuss the
author's style, his intentions. One clarifies a
section that was unclear for another, They
compare O'Brien's depiction of Vietnam to
the war in Irag and contrast his work of
fact-based fiction to James Frey's contro-
versial fictionalized autobiography, “A Bil-

War stories

The Paperback Girls meet monthly, usual-
Iy at Pages, 10 or so friends and family
whose club by definition judpes books by
their covers,

“We really run the gamut in terms of fic-
tion and nonfiction, serious and non-seri-
pus,” Peggv (zates-Wieneke zaid. “We're

The Champaign-Urbana News Gazette
April 9, 2006

At a recent meeting of the Cover-to-Cover
Club at the Douglass Branch library, seven
women of several generations discussed Sis-
ter Souljah’s “The Coldest Winter Ever.”

Many of the members have attended
meetings since the club started in 2000, and
their rapport shows in easily given opinions.

“Tt held my interest,” Dee Thompson says
of the book,

“T thought it was boring,” Marie Bleus-
Francois savs. “Tt was drama.”

“Well, life is drama,” says Essie Harris,
manager of the Douglass Branch library.

The women discuss the main character, a
young woman named Winter who was
hrought up near the drug trade. They agree
— and disagree — on Winter's motives.
Some sympathize with her for a sad end, and
others condemn her for making bad deci-
&i0NS.

Bleus-Francois reads aloud questions
ahout the book, asking group members if
they like the title, if they like the charac-
ters, why and why dot.

The guestions often lead to discussion of
members’ own expériences. Did Winter's

Please see BOOK CLUBS, E-8






