CHAMPAIGN CITY COUNCIL

Officials at odds
over library project

Funding issue
sparks words
about ‘threat’

By MIKE MONSON
mmonsondnews-gazette.com

CHAMPAIGN - The presi-
dent of the Champaign Public
Library board clashed with
members of the Champaign
City Council on Tuesday night
about what should be done if
more than $3 million in dona-
tions can be raised for the
library construction project.

The library foundation com-
mitted last year to try to raise
$3 million in private donations
toward the $29.4 million library
construction project, which is
slated to get under wayv this
SUIMMET,

The project will triple the
gize of the library to 121,000
square feet and will be located
just north of the existing
library at 505 5. Randolph St.

Rusty Freeland, president of
':: library beard, and Marsha
G llbrar} director,
—.._ja -=d before the city coun-
cil Tu=sday to discuss a pro-
posed library-city agreement
spelling out how the library

ove

“n

construction project will be
handled.

Council member Ken Pirok
said he thought the library
foundation “can and should be
able to raise more than 53 mil-
lion," and that any extra money
raised should be split in some
fashion between the library and
the city, with the eity portion
going to reduce bonded debt.
The city plans to issue 20-year
bonds to finance the project.

Freeland responded that he
also thought any extra money
raised should go toward reduc-
ing debt service on the project.

But then he qualified that
statement by explaining that if
extra donations reduce the
amount of annual debt service
the city has to pay, the annual
savings should be subtracted
From the $300,000 in annual
contributions the libraryv's
operating budget is being asked
to contribute toward debt serv-
ice.

"Frankly, if this is not grant-
ed, I can guarantee vou the
foundation won't raise more
than $3 million ... because it
won't benefit the library,” Free-
land said. “The fear we have is

Plzasa see LIERARY, A-12

LIBRARY

Continued from A-1

we're going to open the new building and we're poing to see
increased usage, and with it will come strains on our operat-
ing budget for materials and programs.”

Freeland said if the city didn’t go along with his suggestion,
the likelihood is that any donations above 53 million would be

directed toward the library endowment fund, with interest |

from that fund helping pay for library operations.

The library board president said he was trying to be *a real-
ist,"” saying major donors aren't likely to give if the money
isn't going directly to the library,

“The economic incentives won't be there,” he said.

Council member Kathy Ennen said the city council had
made sacrifices, too, by increasing sales and telecommunica-
tions taxes to fund the library and other city projects, includ-

ing paying for adding 12 firefighters at the soon-to-be-built

Fire Station Mo, 6 in southwest Champaign.

“I really don’t like the attitude,” said Ennen. “It did sound
like a threat, and I don't care for that i

Ennen said the sooner the city pays off the 20- veal bonds,
the sooner it can get rid of the tax increases.

Couneil member Vie McIntosh also told Freeland that “to
be honest, Rusty, it sounds a little bit like a threat.”

Pirok suggested the first $500,000 raised above $3 million
should go to the city, with any additional monev going to the
library. Pirok was the only council member to vote against the
tax increases last summer that will fund the library project.

Two council members, Tom Bruno and Michael La Dus,
defended Freeland.

“How successful do yvou think fundraisers for the Univer-
sity of Illinpis library would be if potential funders were told
one-half would go to Springfield?” La Due asked.

“I think we may have better success (with fund raising) if
we go with the library board's proposal,” said Bruno.

The council eventuaily tabled the apreement and will con- |
| sider it again at its June 7 meeting.
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