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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

LINCOLN TRAIL LIBRARIES SYSTEM 
 
 

DATE: June 18, 2007 
 
TIME: 7:00 P.M. 
 
PLACE: LTLS HEADQUARTERS, CHAMPAIGN, ILLINOIS 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
  
 James P. Quisenberry, President .................................Urbana  
 Rosanne Reidner, Vice President .................................Ogden 
 Allen Lanham, Treasurer...............................................Charleston  
 Laura Barnes, Secretary ...............................................Champaign  
 Jennie Cisna...................................................................Mattoon 
 Garold Eaglin..................................................................Marshall  
 Virginia Erickson............................................................Urbana 
 Rochelle Funderburg .....................................................Champaign  
 Donna Miner ..................................................................Rantoul  
 Anieta Trame ................................................................Mattoon  
  
 
MEMBERS NOT PRESENT: 
  
 Paula Kaufman...............................................................Urbana 
 Sharron Kreider .............................................................Ashkum 
 Kathy Wickline...............................................................Champaign 
 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
 
  Marsha Grove, Champaign Public Library ....................Champaign 
  LTLS Staff .....................................................................Champaign 
    Jan Ison, Executive Director 
    Pat Boze, Consultant 
    Amanda McKay, Consultant 
    Ramona Rollins, Business Office Manager 
    Donna Schaal, Consultant 
    Joe Sciacca, Consultant 
    Vanessa Whippo, Consultant 
    Karen Wilkinson, Communications Manager 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE LTLS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
June 18, 2007 

 
President James Quisenberry called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. Roll call was taken with 10 
members present, 3 absent.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
The following Consent Agenda was presented:  
 
A. Approval of Minutes of the May 29, 2007 Meeting  
 
B. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 
 
• Schedules of Checks 
490 Check Nos. 47663 through 47716 
490.1 Check Nos. 33881 through 33939  
490.2 Check Nos. 1060 through 1061  
 
• Schedules of Activity 
490.3 Illinois Funds-Money Market Fund 
490.4 The Illinois Funds-Prime Fund 
490.5 Main Street Bank and Trust Grant Account 
490.6 Illinois Funds OCLC Account 
490.7 Main Street Bank and Trust OCLC Checking 
490.8 Illinois Funds OCLC Prime Investment 
Petty Cash as of May 31, 2007  
Investment Summary  
 
•Income Statements/Balance Sheets: May 2007 
All Funds Balance Sheet 
All Funds Income Statement 
General Fund Balance Sheet 
General Fund Income Statement 
Automation Fund Balance Sheet 
Automation Income Statement 
Cooperative Service Fund Balance Sheet 
Cooperative Service Income Statement 
  
Ms. Barnes moved to approve the Consent Agenda; Mr. Eaglin seconded the motion. A roll call vote was 
taken:  
 
Yes – Barnes, Cisna, Eaglin, Erickson, Funderburg, Lanham, Miner, Quisenberry, Reidner, Trame  
No – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS – none 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT – James Quisenberry 
 
With regard to the Symposium on the Future of Integrated Library Systems to be hosted by LTLS in 
September, Mr. Quisenberry said it is essential to encourage participation by our member libraries. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT – Jan Ison 
 
Ms. Ison commented on a letter from Representative Chapin Rose to all public libraries regarding 
HB1727 on Internet filtering and the “plain view” exception. 
 
Ms. Ison gave Board members a PolyTalk tote bag.  The bags will mainly be used as gifts for PolyTalk 
volunteers.  The PolyTalk project will be displayed at the diversity fair at ALA Annual Conference and 
also at the ALA Washington Office Library Day on the Hill at the Rayburn House Office Building.  The 
project is a finalist for the Sirsi-Dynix Building Better Communities Award. 
 
Ms. Ison referred Board members to the Cataloging Reorganization Report and specifically to staff 
reorganization changes.  She said she was pleased that items received on June 14 were being cataloged 
on June 18.  Ms. Erickson said that she would like the reorganization plan to address how to get special 
collections online quicker.  Ms. Grove stated that Champaign Public Library is paying Baker and Taylor 
and Ingram $1.00 per item for records. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
Execut ive Committee 
 
•Action Item No. 2007-24 LTLS Standing Rules Revisions 
At its meeting on June 11, 2007, the LTLS Executive Committee reviewed and revised the LTLS 
Standing Rules. The Committee agreed to present the revised Standing Rules to the Board and 
recommends approval. 
 
Ms. Ison said that some of the changes in the proposed Standing Rules include:  acceptance of gifts is 
referred to the LTLS Finance and Investment Policy; Member Library Official Representative Designation 
is eliminated; guidelines are included for participation in meetings by phone; and the Planning/Policy 
Committee will be renamed the Policy Committee. 
 
The Board was unanimously in favor of Action Item No. 2007-24. 
 
•Action Item No. 2007-25 Executive Director Evaluation and FY2008 Priorities 
On June 11, 2007, members of the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors met to conduct the 
formal evaluation of the Executive Director, Jan Ison.  During the meeting, Ison reviewed and answered 
questions about accomplishments regarding the Board approved priorities, the LTLS budget, and Ison’s 
proposed priorities for FY2008 that are based on the LTLS strategic plan and the annual work plan.  
The Committee recommends that Ison continue as the Executive Director and be given an annual 
compensation increase of 6% of the FY2008 midpoint (increase is both merit and consideration that 
Ison has not received an increase since 2004).  Further, the Committee recommends that the Board of 
Directors approve the FY2008 priorities. 
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Ms. Funderburg stated that she was not prepared to vote on the FY2008 priorities, as she was not 
aware that the priorities would be brought to a vote.  Discussion followed regarding the number of 
priorities that could be carried out effectively in a year, a desire to prioritize the list, and the suggestion 
that in the future priorities be discussed by the Board before the annual plan is submitted to the Illinois 
State Library.   
 
Ms. Funderburg moved that Action Item No. 2007-25 be accepted with the elimination of approval of 
the FY2008 priorities. A roll call vote was taken:  
 
Yes – Barnes, Cisna, Eaglin, Erickson, Funderburg, Lanham, Miner, Quisenberry, Reidner, Trame  
No – None 
 
Mr. Quisenberry asked the Board members to provide input to Ms. Ison about the priorities before the 
July Board meeting. 
 
Membership Committee 
 
Ms. Barnes presented the following action items: 
 
 •Action Item No. 2007-26 Membership Review – Continued Eligibility with Concerns 
The Lincoln Trail Libraries System Board of Directors Membership Committee reviewed FY2006 Annual  
Profile Summaries and membership eligibility during its meeting on June 18, 2007.  Four libraries were 
determined eligible for continuing membership with concerns, based on their FY2006 Annual Profile 
Summaries. 
 
The Board was unanimously in favor of Action Item No. 2007-26. 
 
•Action Item No. 2007-27 Membership Status – Asian  Educational Media Service Library 
The Lincoln Trail Libraries System Board of Directors Membership Committee reviewed the membership 
status of the Asian Educational Media Service Library at its June 18, 2007 meeting.  This library was 
initially approved as a Developmental Member in February 2007 with concerns about bibliographic 
access.  The library has joined OCLC as a governing member and is now joining LINC.  The Membership 
Committee recommends this library be changed from a Developmental to a Full Member. 
 
The Board was unanimously in favor of Action Item No. 2007-27. 
 
Nominating Committee 
 
•Action Item No. 2007-28 FY2008 Officers of the Board of Directors 
The Lincoln Trail Libraries System Nominating Committee submits the following nominees for FY2008 
officers of the Lincoln Trail Libraries System Board of Directors:  President, James Quisenberry; Vice 
President, Rosanne Reidner; Secretary, Laura Barnes; Treasurer, Allen Lanham. 
 
The Board was unanimously in favor of Action Item No. 2007-28. 
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ILLINOIS STATE LIBRARY REPORT – Cyndy Colletti  
 
Ms. Colletti distributed a written report and highlighted the following:  Lincoln Trail is scheduled to make 
its FY08 per capita grant presentation at the State Library on July 23, 2007 at 8:30 a.m.; Lawren 
Tucker is the new Chief Deputy Director of the State Library; there are now more than 5,000 libraries in 
ILLINET; electronic resource suggestions can be made for E-Rich; and Novelist and Novelist K-8 are 
available to ILLINET members with the State Library subsidizing 50% of the cost for each library 
building.  Mr. Quisenberry expressed an interest in having a Synergy or similar program for library 
trustees.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
The FY2008 Budget and Work Plan was distributed to Board members. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
  
•Action Item No. 2007-29 Resolution Authorizing Financial Account Deposits, Withdrawals, Transfers 
Ms. Barnes moved to accept a staff recommendation authorizing individuals to sign checks and transact 
other business for the accounts at the mentioned financial institutions, with the addition of Ms. Ison 
under The Illinois Funds, U.S. Bank (Illinois Funds OCLC Prime Investment Fund).  Ms. Funderburg 
seconded the motion.  The Board was unanimously in favor of Action Item 2007-29 as amended. 
 
•Action Item No. 2007-30 Expenditures over $10,000 
Ms. Barnes moved that Action Item No. 2007-30 be approved; Ms. Funderburg seconded the motion. A 
roll call vote was taken:  
 
Yes – Barnes, Cisna, Eaglin, Erickson, Funderburg, Lanham, Miner, Quisenberry, Reidner, Trame  
No – None 
 
•Action Item No. 2007-31 LTLS Board Meeting Schedule 
The LTLS Staff recommends that the LTLS Board of Directors set 7:00 p.m. on the third Monday of 
each month as its regular meeting time for FY2008 with the exceptions indicated below.  This schedule 
will be in effect unless otherwise determined by the Board of Directors.  Meetings are scheduled as 
follows: 
 
July 16, 2007 Board of Directors 7:00 p.m. 
August 2007 No meeting*  
September 17, 2007 Board of Directors** 7:00 p.m. 
October 15, 2007 Board of Directors 7:00 p.m. 
November 19, 2007 Board of Directors 7:00 p.m. 
December 17, 2007 Board of Directors 7:00 p.m. 
January 2008  No meeting* 
February 18, 2008 Board of Directors 7:00 p.m. 
March 17, 2008 Board of Directors** 7:00 p.m. 
April 21, 2008 Board of Directors 7:00 p.m. 



DRAFT 

June 18, 2007 LTLS Board of Directors Meeting Page 6 
 

May 19, 2008 Board of Directors 7:00 p.m. 
June 16, 2008 Board of Directors 7:00 p.m. 
  
*Member library visits 
**Meet at a member library 
 
Ms. Trame moved to accept Action Item No. 2007-31; Mr. Lanham seconded the motion.  The Board 
was unanimously in favor of Action Item No. 2007-31. 
 
Ms. Ison presented the following action items: 
•Action Item No. 2007-32 Resolution Recognizing Board Member Garold Eaglin 
•Action Item No. 2007-33 Resolution Recognizing Board Member Paula Kaufman 
•Action Item No. 2007-34 Resolution Recognizing Board Member Kathy Wickline 
 
Ms. Ison thanked Mr. Eaglin for his six years of service on the Lincoln Trail Libraries System Board.  Ms. 
Kaufman and Ms. Wickline were not present. 
 
DISCUSSION/PLANNING - none 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
“Walking the Talk—A Train-the-Trainer Diversity Program” will be presented in Springfield on July 24, 
2007 as part of the LTLS diversity grant.  Amanda McKay will be leaving LTLS as of June 29 as she is 
moving to Edwardsville and will be working for Lewis and Clark Library System.   
 
Mr. Lanham asked that the links on the Board agenda on the Web be made easier to see, and Mr. 
Quisenberry asked that all of the Board packet materials be combined in one pdf. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Eaglin moved to adjourn the meeting; Ms. Barnes seconded the motion. The Board was unanimously 
in favor of the motion, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Approved by the Lincoln Trail Libraries System Board of Directors on Monday, July 16, 2007.  
 
 
    
James Quisenberry, President Laura Barnes, Secretary  



 

Executive Director’s Report Jan Ison  
For June 2007 Executive Director 
 Lincoln Trail Libraries System 
 July 16, 2007 
 
PolyTalk Award LTLS won the SirsiDynix Building Better Communities Award for PolyTalk.  This award 

recognizes libraries for creative and enterprising uses of technology to improve their 
user communities.  We are especially pleased that we were selected from 15 
outstanding finalists and over 100 libraries.  LTLS PolyTalk will receive a $10,000 
check for this project.  Congratulations to Joe Sciacca and Michelle Ralston for their 
excellent work.  Also thanks to Allen Lanham, LTLS Board member, for being present at 
the announcement. 
 

Integrated Library 
Systems Futures 
Symposium   
 

The Symposium took shape during the month.  The Symposium will provide a variety of 
options for LTLS members.  On September 13 and 14 there will an intense program 
including such noted speakers as Marshall Breeding, Karen Schneider, Chip Nilges, Rob 
McGee, and several libraries who are implementing unique features to the ILS.  On 
Friday evening there will be a special presentation about the many studies that OCLC 
has conducted in the last 3 years that provide a good framework for conversations for 
local libraries and for the system.  This will be billed to LTLS members as the beginning 
of an annual event to consider big picture issues.  On Saturday we will invite some of 
the speakers to give us an overview of the issues discussed on Thursday and Friday 
with an emphasis on providing a framework for governing officials.  LTLS staff 
distributed a “preview flyer” about the workshop during ALA to individuals that might 
be interested in the program. 
 

American Library 
Association  

I attended the American Library Association conference in Washington, D.C. at the end 
of June.  I thought the programs at the conference were especially good this year.  My 
focus was going to programs to hear speakers who might be invited to our symposium, 
listening and learning about what some key trends are in libraries, and going to 
conference wide speakers who provide good thought for what issues they consider 
important.  A good example is Marion Wright Edlemen who talked at length about the 
need for safe places for children at all times of the day.  I wondered if libraries were 
doing enough to provide them a place to explore and learn.  Another big emphasis was 
on OCLC’s WorldCat local project and the discussions on how that is evolving. 
 

Cataloging 
Reorganization 
 
 

The LTLS Cataloging reorganization was completed during the month.  Staff changes 
have been made and the operation was fully revised as of July 1, 2007.  The response 
from our members has been positive especially about the turn-around-time for 
cataloging.  I am pleased with what the staff has been able to accomplish.  Rarely do we 
have any new items at LTLS for more than 4 working days.  This comes at the time 
when our most productive copy cataloger had a well-deserved 2-week vacation.  
 

Execut ive 
Committee 
 
 

The LTLS Executive Committee met during the month and made recommendations for 
a major updating of the LTLS Standing Rules.  In addition the committee conducted an 
evaluation of the Executive Director and reviewed proposed 2008 priorities. 
 

LTLS Blogs 
 

It has been 8 months since LTLS implemented our new web site and added several 
blogs to provide information to our members.  It is interesting to note that there have 
been almost 25,000 visitors to our blogs since they were implemented.  
 
 

 



Consultants’ Report   

For June 2007 Lincoln Trail Libraries System 
 July 16, 2007 
    
Symposium on 
the Future of 
Integrated Library 
Systems 

Work continued on planning for the Symposium on the Future of Integrated Library 
Systems.  A flyer was developed and circulated at ALA.  A Web site is also under 
construction for people to get more information about the conference, as well as to 
register. We have already had a great deal of interest and a few registrations. 
  

 

PolyTalk Update June was a busy month for PolyTalk.  At the ALA Annual Conference in Washington, 
D.C., Joe Sciacca and Michelle Ralston presented a PolyTalk exhibit as part of the ALA 
Diversity Fair.  LTLS also was selected to participate in the ALA Washington Office 
Library Day on the Hill where we presented a PolyTalk display in the Rayburn House 
Office Building.  Fourteen exemplary library programs natiionwide were selected to 
participate from over 100 nominations.  The high point of the conference was the 
announcement that LTLS had won the 2007 SirsiDynix Building Better Communities 
Award.  The award is open to libraries worldwide and includes a $10,000 cash prize.  
SirsiDynix made 6 awards recognizing libraries using technology in innovative ways.  
Also in June, Joe Sciacca and Michelle Ralston made a presentation on the PolyTalk 
Library Interpreters Network at the LTLS School Library Day program. 
 

 

Cataloging 
Maintenance 
Center and OCLC 
Enhance 
Cataloging Status 
 

The LTLS CMC budget proposal for FY 2008 was submitted to the Illinois State 
Library.  Gretel Stock-Kupperman was contacted to express the Illinois Cataloging 
Maintenance Center’s interest in participating as vendors in the joint MLS, NSLS, DLS, 
and Illinois Special Libraries Association conference in Oak Brook on November 2, 
2007.  Work was begun to apply for OCLC Enhance cataloging status, and some 
records were selected to submit with our application for books format.  LTLS must 
submit a separate application with 10-15 examples of original records for each format. 
 

 

Small  Public 
Library 
Management 
Institute 
 

Serving as a member of the planning committee, Pat Boze attended the Small Public 
Library Management Institute at the UIS campus.   This institute brings together new 
directors of public libraries for an intensive week of education.  Attending from LTLS 
were two library directors: Jackie Jamison, Camargo District Library, and Brenda 
Edwards, Blue Ridge Township Public Library. 
 

LINC Circulation 
Policies 
Committee 
 

Two meetings of the LINC Circulation Policies Committee were held in June.  The 
committee is reviewing current circulation policies and recommending changes and 
enhancements.  Their recommendation will be presented to LINC Policy Council at its 
meeting on July 25. 
 

ALA Annual 
Conference 
 

Consultants Joe Sciacca, Amanda McKay, Michelle Ralston, and Pat Boze attended the 
ALA Annual Conference in Washington, D.C., attending several interesting program 
sessions and viewing exhibits.  Meetings were held with OCLC staff related to the 
WorldCat Local project and SirsiDynix staff to discuss issues related to the Horizon 
software. 
 

WorldCat Local 
Project 
 

As part of the WorldCat Local project, Pat Boze and Laurie Bartolini worked with the 
Illinois State Library to coordinate an online statewide survey of electronic resources 
purchased by public libraries in Illinois.  This will be followed with a survey to school, 
special, and academic libraries. 
 

 Library Visits 
 

Goose Creek Township Carnegie Library, Potomac Public Library, Sidney Public Library, 
The Urbana Free Library 
 

 



Statistical Summary   

For June 2007  Lincoln Trail Libraries System 
 July 16, 2007 
 
 June 

2007 
June 
2006 

YTD 
FY2007 

YTD 
FY2006 

Automat ion/Technology     
Total Circulation 388,306  372,249 4,496,286 4,438,883 
Media Mall Circulation 466 378 5,196 2,880 
Holds Placed -- Online Libraries 53,642 41,341 550,599 511,188 
Holds Placed – LINC Pac Requests 31,647 29,520 389,821 356,852 
Bibliographic Records 879,466 798,927   
Holdings Records 2,241,023 2,144,330   
Patron Records 246,506 230,614   
LTnet Hours Scheduled 720 720 8,760 8,784 
LTnet Hours Available 720 720 8,740 8,709 
LINC Hours Scheduled 720 720 8,760 8,784 
LINC Hours Available 720 720 8,740 8,767.75 
Bibl iographic Access     
Cataloging -- New Materials 2,270 2,347 30,879 28,799 
Cataloging -- Retrospective 754 137 6,523 1,697 
Authority Control-New Headings 0 0 39,833 32,898 
Consulting     
Consulting and Staff Contacts  130 262 2,056 2,624 
CE and Training     
Continuing Education Events 1 2 28 32 
Continuing Education Attendance 20 50 310 447 
Training Events 3 0 42 45 
Training Attendance 14 0 212 305 
Del ivery     
Delivery Stops 939 940 12,953 12,991 
Delivery Miles 13,686 14,450 163,397 169,000 
Items Delivered             68,347 64,254 749,527 771,863 
ILDS Items Received 1,488 1,725 22,229 22,091 
ILDS Items Delivered 1,659 1,385 21,215 21,801 
Interlibrary Loan     
In-System On-line Lending 54,418 50,474 637,698 457,009 
Internet     
Visits to LTnet 38* 1,191 46,920 50,809 
Visits to LINCPac 241,101 182,434 2,601,115 2,252,723 
Reciprocal Access     
Reciprocal Lending-online libraries 57,576 58,308 627,429 620,329 
Reference     
FirstSearch™ Searches 40,718 39,069 676,526 685,003 
*Mail server configuration change 



 

Statistical Summary – FY1998-FY2007  Lincoln Trail Libraries System 

  
 
 FY2007 FY2006 FY2005 FY2004 FY2003 FY2002 FY2001 FY2000 FY1999  FY1998  
Automation/Technology           
Total Circulation 4,496,286 4,438,883 4,097,658 3,878,948 3,736,194 3,555,217 3,261,678 3,011,969 2,977,123 2,815,076 
Media Mall Circulation 5,196 2,880         
Holds Placed -- Online Libraries 550,599 511,188 405,449 293,945 236,673 217,430 187,813 167,819 160,248 150,165 
Holds Placed -- Remote Access  389,821 356,852 208,249 217,130 105,527 86,579 55,111 40,049 35,440 29,958 
Bibliographic Records 879,466 798,927 728,048 665,648 653,098 643,292 623,668 599,705 573,628 625,619 
Holdings Records 2,241,023 2,144,330 2,033,140 1,977,060 1,992,263 1,901,385 1,815,621 1,707,840 1,600,920 1,629,053 
Patron Records 246,506 230,614 218,474 213,795 207,580 200,676 198,178 190,709 198,701 199,691 
LTnet Hours Scheduled 8,760 8,784 8,760 8,784 8,760 8,760 8,760    
LTnet Hours Available 8,740 8,709 8,670.25 8,755.75 8,739 8,735.25 8,580    
LINC Hours Scheduled 8,760 8,784 8,744 8,326.5 8,212.5 8,213 8,212.5    
LINC Hours Available 8,740 8,767.75 8,717.75 8,176.5 8,135 8,153.25 8,015    
Bibl iographic Access           
Cataloging -- New Materials 30,879 28,799 23,618 23,145 22,430 21,994 21,295 20,224 18,075 17,438 
Cataloging -- Retrospective 6,523 1,697 623 2,085 4,580 6,418 9,594 12,783 8,759 8,196 
Authority Control-New Headings  39,833 32,898 1,256 33,769 4,943      
Consulting           
Consulting and Staff Contacts  2,056 2,624 2,841 4,564 3,521 5,146 6,274 5,676 4,065 2,554 
CE and Training           
Continuing Education Events 28 32 57 40 32 41 52 62 42 44 
Continuing Education Attendance 310 447 986 623 463 676 794 735 732 735 
Training Events 42 45 61 82 65 77 64 95 86 94 
Training Attendance 212 305 415 650 412 548 333 453 513 643 
Del ivery           
Delivery Stops 12,953 12,991 12,536 12,645 15,901 15,173 16,520 16,293 16,221 15,197 
Delivery Miles 163,397 169,000 157,666 161,302 189,235 186,061 192,300 188,220 196,268 189,175 
Items Delivered 749,527 771,863 649,034 591,349 586,948 542,904 517,822    
ILDS Items Received 22,229 22,091 21,650 19,005 12,634 13,572 13,204    
ILDS Items Delivered 21,215 21,801 20,801 15,118 12,026 11,887 11,842    
Interl ibrary Loan           
In-System On-line Lending  637,698 457,009 325,767 274,475 274,402 240,084 210,247 175,150 158,436 146,081 
Internet           
Visits to LTnet 46,920 50,809 50,288 94,524 151,646 78,091 125,840 163,328 159,192 136,092 
Visits to LINCPac  2,601,115 2,252,723 1,667,740 773,913 133,955      
Reciprocal Access           
Reciprocal Lending by online libraries  627,429 620,329 576,274 531,556 531,404 502,470 436,240 401,628 400,030 387,847 
Reference           
FirstSearch™ Searches  676,526 685,003 721,372 785,121 871,561 866,080 720,813 699,996 763,166 515,855 
  
 



ILLINOIS STATE LIBRARY 
CONSULTANT’S REPORT 

JULY 2007 
 
NEW EMPLOYEES 
June 18th, Lawren Tucker of Petersburg began work as the new Chief Deputy Director of 
the State Library.  Lawren most recently served as Policy Director for Illinois Senate 
President Emil Jones, Jr. and the Senate Democratic Caucus.  Lawren succeeds Mike 
Ragen, who retired in January. 
Lisa Waller has begun work as a Library Aide at the State Library Talking Book and 
Braille Service. 
William Echelbarger has joined the ISL Automation and Technology/OCLC staff as an 
OCLC Network Coordinator this month. 
Brandon Myles and Brandon Lounsberry are serving as summer workers at the State 
Library.   
 
LETTERS ABOUT LITERATURE 
Secretary of State and State Librarian Jesse White honored this year's winners of the 
annual Letters about Literature contest at an award ceremony in Chicago.  Each winner 
read their essay and was given a plaque by Secretary White. Letters About Literature is 
a national reading and writing promotion program sponsored by the Illinois Center for the 
Book and the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress in partnership with Target 
Stores.  
 
NEW PROJECT NEXT GENERATION PROGRAM 
Secretary of State and State Librarian Jesse White announced this week that the Hayner 
Public Library District in Alton has been selected to serve as the newest host for Project 
Next Generation, White's statewide mentoring program for young people. There are 
twenty-five public libraries with PNG programs throughout the state.  PNG is a mentoring 
program that provides positive learning opportunities for young people. 
 
Alton joins PNG programs currently operating at public libraries in Beardstown, 
Bensenville, Bethany, Bloomington, Carbondale, Centralia, Champaign, Danville, 
Decatur, Des Plaines, Dixon, Elmwood Park, Effingham, Freeport, Harrisburg, Joliet, 
Kankakee, Macomb, Loves Park, Peoria, Quincy, Richton Park, Sparta and Springfield.  
 
FY2008 ILLINOIS PUBLIC LIBRARY PER CAPITA AND EQUALIZATION AID 
As stated in the FY2008 Illinois Public Library Per Capita and Equalization Aid grant 
requirements, libraries must submit a Disaster Plan that has been adopted by the library 
board after October 15, 2005.  To access information about Disaster Planning, Basic 
Guidelines, Disaster Prevention, Disaster Recovery and an example of a Disaster Plan 
prototype, log on to: 
<http://cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/library/what_we_do/equalizationgrant.html#pe
rcapita>.  
Another excellent plan is the dPlan(tm): The Online Disaster-Planning Tool.  Medium 
and large libraries might find this plan particularly useful.  The link to the dPlan is 
<http://www.dplan.org/>.  
The 2008 Public Library Per Capita and Equalization Aid Grant applications will be 
mailed on July 2.  The grant application and all supporting documentation must be 
postmarked on or before October 15, 2007 or hand delivered to the Illinois State Library 
no later than 4:30 p.m. on October 15, 2007.  For questions please contact Mary 



Downing at 217-782-5506, 800-665-5576 or mdowning@ilsos.net 
<mailto:mdowning@ilsos.net> after June 11th. 
 
LIBRARY SERVICES AND TECHNOLOGY (LSTA) CELEBRATION 
The Illinois State Library together with the Consortium of Academic and Research 
Libraries in Illinois (CARLI) are making plans for a big celebration during October’s 
Illinois Library Association annual conference in Springfield.  The celebration will mark 
the 10th anniversary of the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA).   
This federal program, administered in Illinois by the State Library, has provided 
important grant funding to hundreds of libraries, museums and our regional library 
systems.  On Wednesday October 10th from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., ISL is hosting a 
reception for all FY08 LSTA grant recipients.  We'll announce FY08 grant recipients in 
late August.   If you get a grant and plan to attend ILA, mark your calendar now. 
 
FY08 LSTA, DEMONSTRATION OF PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICES GRANTS 
Secretary of State and State Librarian Jesse White this week awarded FY08 Library 
Services and Technology Act (LSTA) grants to libraries in Athens, Chillicothe, Forreston, 
Harrisburg and Tuscola that are designed to show the value of public library services to 
residents currently residing outside the boundaries of a taxed library service area. 
These LSTA grants have been awarded earlier than usual to allow the libraries to 
prepare for the February primary election.  Other FY08 LSTA grants will be announced 
in late August or early September.   
 
CHILDRENS BOOK COLLECTION DONATED TO LASALLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Congratulations to Laura Frizol and her staff at the LaSalle Public Library.  The State 
Library has awarded a $90,000 grant to LaSalle Public Library to help the library make a 
collection of outstanding children's literature available for statewide resource sharing. 
Carus Publishing, has offered a collection of children’s books as a donation to the 
library.  There are approximately 35,000 books in the collection.  The grant will help the 
library with expenses involved in moving this collection of children's books from Carus 
Publishing to the library, where it will eventually be available statewide via resource 
sharing.    
 
ASK AWAY 
AskAway virtual reference program recently marked its one-year birthday.  Remember, 
you can find AskAway Illinois by logging on to askawayillinois.info or finditillinois.org.   
 
WEBJUNCTION ILLINOIS WANTS YOUR PICTURES! 
As part of the upcoming launch of WebJunction Illinois later this year, developers want to 
create a "group portrait" of the Illinois library family.  They're looking for photos of your 
libraries, your library staff and volunteers, programs at your libraries, special collections, 
artwork and artifacts - basically the people, places and things that comprise libraries in 
Illinois.  School, public, special or academic libraries and regional library systems are all 
invited to be a part of this historic project. 
Go to the LibraryU homepage (<http://www.libraryu.org>) to find out how to upload to the 
Illinois Libraries Flickr photo group, then look for the results of your contributions to take 
center stage when WebJunction Illinois goes live this summer.   Please be sure that your 
library has a release for photos that you upload that include images of any people other 
than library staff. 
 
 



VETERANS HISTORY PROJECT 
There continues to be an outstanding response from placing Illinois Veterans History 
Project forms in public libraries.  Many patrons are picking up and filling out the forms 
and returning them to the Illinois State Archives. Contact Pat McGuckin at 
pmcguckin@ilsos.net for additional forms, or download a PDF file and print out your own 
at    
<http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/publications/pdf_publications/ard1383.pdf> 
 
E-RICH WEB PAGE REVAMPED 
The Illinois State Library's Electronic Resource Service web page has been completely 
revamped.  An new exciting feature of this page is the Consideration Application.  The 
Consideration Application allows for electronic resource suggestions for possible 
inclusion in the menu of E-RICH offerings.  These suggestions may originate from 
librarians, patrons, and vendors.  The newly revised page is located at 
<http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/library/what_we_do/erich.html>.  
 
CULTURAL AWARENESS: DIVERSITY IN ACTION 
The ISL Diversity Program is encouraging E-News readers to sign up for a free diversity 
competency workshop.  The event will be held from 8 am to 5 pm in Springfield on 
Tuesday, July 24 at the Prairie Capitol Convention Center.  Written and developed by 
diversity consultant and educator Susan O'Halloran, Walking the Talk, takes a real 
world, sustainable approach to addressing the issues of diversity in organizations of 
every type.  This workshop is provided by a grant from the  State Library, using funds 
provided by the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) under the federal 
Library Services and technology Act (LSTA). The event is sponsored by Lincoln Trail 
Libraries System in partnership with the Southern Illinois Professional Development 
Center (SIPDC). Coffee/rolls and lunch provided. To register, contact Pat at SIPDC at 
618-650-2254 or Email: pwellen@siue.edu <mailto:pwellen@siue.edu>.  Registration 
ends July 16.   
 
The ISL Diversity Program has recently updated its fact sheet on the ISL website.   
Download a PDF version by logging on to  
<http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/publications/pdf_publications/lda1151.pdf> 
 
CONFERENCE DISCOUNT TO WEBSEARCH UNIVERSITY, WASH DC 
WebSearch University will be held September 17-18, 2007 at the Washington Marriott in 
Washington D.C.  A special rate of $395.00 is available to ILLINET member libraries.  
This conference will provide practical tips and relevant search techniques; tips on how to 
find relevant Web sites for specific topics; what Web 2.0 and Library 2.0 are all about 
and how it affects you; cutting-edge technologies, including Wikis, podcasts, and visual 
search; what's new with major and niche search engines; how to outsmart Web Search 
engines; and advanced search techniques from the world's best searchers.  To receive 
the discount and registration form, contact Jill Heffernan at jheffernan@ilsos.net 
<mailto:jheffernan@ilsos.net> or 217-557-3386. 
 
SURVEY ABOUT SUBSCRIPTIONS TO ONLINE DATABASES 
The Illinois State Library, in cooperation with Lincoln Trail Libraries System, is 
conducting a survey to determine which online subscription databases Illinois public 
libraries currently purchase for their users.  The results of this survey will support the 
Illinois WorldCat Local Project as well as assist the Illinois regional library systems and 
the Illinois State Library in e-resource coordination and planning.   The survey should 



take 5-10 minutes to complete.  We appreciate your prompt response to the following 
questions.   To view the entire survey, please go to: 
<http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=LyRdvw1KERRRcIifn4brgg_3d_3d> 
 
SURVEY ABOUT NATIONAL LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION NEEDS 
We're also cooperating with COSLA (Chief Officers of State Library Agencies) in 
distributing the 2007 COSLA Library Construction Survey of the States.  The COSLA 
Legislative Committee has decided that a national library construction survey was 
needed in order for State Library agencies to compile data on their states' library 
construction needs.  Once compiled, this data would be used by State Library agencies 
to advocate for federal public library construction funding.   Public libraries can complete 
the survey online by August 31 by logging on to 
<http://www.njstatelib.org/LDB/cosla/cosla1.php>. 
 
CITIZENSHIP TOOLKIT AVAILABLE FOR ORDER 
The State Library is pleased to join the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services(USCIS)  in urging public libraries to order a free Civics and Citizenship Toolkit.  
The kit provides valuable information to begin developing or enhancing public library 
collections for immigrants.  The toolkit is free to public libraries, one toolkit per library, 
first come first served.  Public libraries should order directly from the website 
www.citizenshiptoolkit.gov <http://www.citizenshiptoolkit.gov/>.  Because resources are 
limited USCIS says only public libraries are eligible to receive the kit.  
 
ILLINET/OCLC DELEGATE ELECTION RESULTS 
The State Library congratulates the following Illinois candidates elected to the OCLC 
Members' Council for the term running from June, 2007 - May 31, 2010:  Deanne 
Holshouser, Director, Edwardsville Public Library; Jan Ison, Director, Lincoln Trail 
Libraries System; and Jay Starratt, Associate Vice Chancellor for Information 
Technology, Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville. 
 
ART AND ARCHITECTURE EXHIBIT 
The State Library will host the traveling exhibit "Art and Architecture in Illinois Libraries" 
celebrating the rich architectural and artistic heritage contained in Illinois libraries.  The 
colorful exhibit will run from July 23-August 15 and can be seen in the atrium of the State 
Library during regular library hours, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Booth Library at Eastern Illinois 
University developed the exhibit using funds provided by the State Library through the 
federal LSTA. Two teams spent much of last summer traveling throughout the state of 
Illinois visiting libraries, where they photographed the art and architecture and 
documented information related to the art collections, as well as architectural and library 
histories.   Using a variety of formats, the traveling exhibit is designed to appeal to 
audiences of all ages. 
 
ILLINOIS DIGITAL ARCHIVES 
The Field Museum of Natural History in Chicago is currently hosting a "much talked 
about" exhibition on Charles Darwin and the theory of evolution.  We're proud to have a 
collection of more than 800 images from the Field Museum in IDA.  Check them out at   
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm4/browse.php?CISOROOT=%2Ffmnh 



 
FORTHCOMING 

7/23 – 
8/15/2007 

Art and Architecture in Illinois Libraries Exhibit, ISL 

8/7-8/9/2007 Synergy, Pere Marquette State Park Lodge, Grafton 
8/10-
8/19/2007 

Illinois State Fair, Springfield 

9/20/2007 Government Documents Conference, Illinois State Library 
9/20-21/2007 Reaching Forward South annual conference, Springfield – register at 

www.reachingforwardsouth.org 
10/9-
10/12/2007 

Illinois Library Association Annual Conference, Springfield 

10/25-
26/2007 

Health Science Librarians of Illinois Annual Conference, Urbana 

11/1-
11/3/2007 

Illinois School Library Media Association Conference, Springfield 

 




