fESTVILLE REFERENDUM

Library
expansion
put to vote

Residents to decide if others

BY DANA SCHAUMBURG

dechaumburg@dancemnews.com

WESTVILLE — Residents
in Tilton and the southern
part of Danville Township
could belong to a library dis-
trict il a referendum passes in
the spring primary election.

The Westville Library Dis-
trict will have a referendum on
the March 21 ballot to ask res-
idents in the Westville district
and the area north if the dis-
trict should be expanded,

“Right now Tilton has no
library,” Westville's library di-
recior Rick Balsamello said,
adding the unincorporated
areas south of Danville do not
belong to a library territory,

The library received a
state grant to gauge interest
for expanding its district
based on an effort to eliminate
unserved territories, he said.

“It has to be approved by all
parties involved, or it doesn't
o through.”

Balsamello estimates a tax-
payer in the proposed areas
wonild see a 515-20 fee for the
library service if the referen-
durm is approved.

‘Tt would be included in
their property tax bill Its a
nominal fee” he said,

Right now, residents in the
area are eligible for a free li-
brary card for one year to try
out the Westville librarv's
service. A nonresident card is
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should join their district

535 per year for the Westville
district.

Residents also are able to
buy a nonresident card from
the Danville Public Library for
589 for a family. The Danville
library district covers' anyone
who lives within the city lim- ~
its, and those residents do not
have to purchase a card.

Barb MNolan, the Danville
Public Library's director, sees
advantages and disadvantages
to the Westville referendum,

“That would open it up lo
school children that come to
District 118" she said, adding
students at parochial schools
who don't live in the city
would benefit, too.

Nolan said if the referendum
passes, the library could lose
revenue from families buying
nenresident cards but added it
would he better for everyone to
be part of a library district
without having to pay a fee.

But if the Danville library
board decided to become a dis-
trict library in the future,
Westville’s expansion could
limit Danville’s ability to ex
pand to that area,

“That's something that's
not even down the road” she
added.

A district library would
allow Danville to expand past
the city limits and could in-
crease revenue for the library.
Taxpayers in the affected
areas also would have to vote
to make that happen.






