Google backing ‘World Digital Library’

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Google
Inc. is giving $3 million to the U.S.

Library of Congress to help set up a-

system for creating digital copies of
rare documents from around the
world — the latest step in Google's
crusade to expand the amount of
information that can be indexed by
its Internet-leading search engine.”
With the donation announced
today, Google becomes the first

",

business to back the “World Digital
Library,” a concept that began to
Lake shape about five months ago.

The worldwide program is loose-
ly modeled after the Library of Con-
gress' American Memory project
launched 11 vears ago.

Backed with $48 million in private
donations and a $15 million infusion
from the federal government, the
American Memory site at

http:floc.govimemory now has more
than 10 million items, including ear-
Iy maps of the United States as well
as photos and letters from the Civil
War.

Librarian of Congress James
Billington now wants to create sim-
ilar sites devoted to other cultures
outside the United States and
Europe. Although nothing has been
finalized, Billington initially envi-
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sions devoting large sections of the
World Digital Library to material
from China, India and Islam.
“Much of this will be one-of-a-
kind material that you won't be able
to find anywhere else,” Billington
said. “Getting the material out there
(online) is really important. “We
have already preserved a lat of
material that might have perished
in other hands.” :



Allerton Public
Library to close
for ceiling repairs

Circulation of materials to be halted
for three weeks beginning Dec. 19

By TIM MITCHELL
tmitchel @news-gazette.com

MONTICELLQ — The Aller-
ton Public Library in Monticel-
lo will be closed for three
weeks for repairs to its
library's ceiling.

“We've been having problems
sinee July and -
August, when
tiles on the
ceiling started
falling out,”
said library
director Lisa
Winters.

Since  the
librarv leases
its space from
the Monticello
Community Building, the build-
ing's board of directors agreed
to pay for repairs.

“They are going to drop the
ceiling and install new light-
ing,” Winters said.

According to Winters, repair
work is scheduled to begin Dec.
19 and will continue for three
weeks.

The library will retain its
regular hours through Dee. 17.

While the library is closed,
Winters said emplovees will be
staffing the garden room of the
building at 201 N. State St.

“We're moving the copying
machine out there, and patrons
will be able to look at the daily
newspapers and magazines
there,” Winters said. “Howev-
er, there will be no circulation
of library materials.”

Winters said patrons can
return their books either to the
garden room or to a book drop
outside the library.

“We will be emptying the
outside book return on a regu-
lar basis,” she said.

Winters added that fines will
be waived for late books while
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The Allerton Public Library in
Monticello will be closed for
three weeks beginning

Dec. 19 for repairs to the ceil-
ing. Library director Lisa Win-
ters says patrons can return
their books either to the gar-
den room or to a book drop
outside the library.

the library is closed.

She said the garden room will
be open from 2 a.m. to 5 p.m.
during the construction proj-
ect,

The Allerton Public Library
is named after Samuel Aller-
ton, who donated money to
stock the library with furni-
ture, books and periodicals in
1897,

The library was supported by
a local opera house until 1919,
when Monticello Township vot-
ers agreed to fund it with prop-
erty taxes.
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