WESTVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY

Voters agree

to exPand

district; judge must, too

By KAREN BINDER
kbinder@news-gazette.com

WESTVILLE  — Westville
voters said ves to welcoming
new territories into their public
library district, and voters.in
those new areas accepted the
invitation. Next, a Vermilion
County Circuit Court judge has
to approve the idea, too.

“We are going to contact our
attorney - tomorrow,
through the details and deter-
mine the next step,” library

director Rick Balsamello said. -

It's not an easy task expand-
ing library districts in Ilinois.
Two public questions allowing
the Westville Public Library

District to annex new territory

appeared on March 21 primary
ballots.

First, existing library district
voters had to approve the move,

01T -

which they did by an over-
whelming 365 to 79 unofficial
viote total. Then voters in Tilton

-and “certain areas south. of

Danville unserved by a library
said yes, too, by an unciffmml
22114 tally. 4 ;
These positive votes: pass thc ;
matter along to a county judge,
who. must  grant formal
approval of the merger.
Presuming that the judge
approves, what this means is
that residents in the new terri-
tories “are acquiring library
gervices for the cost of a near
guarter-cent property tax. The
awner of a house with a $50,000

market value and a homeowner

exemption paid about $29 in
taxes to the library district last
YEar.
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- For -the library district,
approval would add properties
to its tax base.

Libraries do not control their
tax rates, but instead follow a
state formula based on one-
fourth of one percent of
assessed property value, Bal-
samello said.

He and his staff are eager to
let the 3,400 or so new district
residents know there's no wait-
ing for final election paperwork
to get their new library cards —
he's got a grant to cover any
expenses to put books in their
hands.  They  can get  their
library cards immediately,

Only 162 became new patrons
before the election, Balsamello
had plans-to see 650 residents
sample the service.

“After we finalize our elec-

tion information, we next need
to come up  with different
avenues to reach these new
patrons,” Balsamello said.

The libraryis a fully-staffed,
9.000-square-foot facility at 233
5. State 5t in Westville, Built-in
2003; it contaims computers,
Internet connections, no-fee
music CDs, DVDs, casseltes,;
videos, audio books and a spe-
cial children’s section featuring . |
computers with Internet filters,
games and activities.
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