UNIT 4

Champaign school board
welcomes new members

Families will pay
more for milk,

meals next year

By ANNE COOK
acook@news-gazette.com

CHAMPAIGN — Making
election results official, Cham-
paign school board members
Monday said goodbve to two
members and welcomed two
NEw Ones.

Also Monday, the board voted
to raise the price of milk and
meals next school vear to cover
inereasing costs.

“It's been an honor to serve
the district and thanks for let-
ting me be part of it," said Jeff
Wampler, who lost his bid for re-
election last week.

David Sholem. who did not
seek re-election, took his leave
by welcoming new members
Arlene Blank, a former district
administrator, and David Tom-
linson, a Champaign firefighter,
“I wish you well,” Sholem said.

Incumbent Nicole Storch, the
top vote-getter in the election,
has served on the board 12
VEars.

Scott Andersomn was umnani-
mously re-elected board presi-
dent, and Margie Skirvin was
elected vice president, replac-
ing Wampler. Nathaniel Banks
was elected secretary, and Tom-
linsom was appointed parliamen-
tarian, a new position.

The vote to raise school lunch
prices was not unanimous,
though.

Storch opposed the adminis-
tration’s recommendation to
increase the cost of milk from 25
cents to 35 cents for all students
and the cost of meals from $1.40
to $1.50 for grades K-5, to $1.75
for grades 6-8 and to %2 for

grades 9-12,

“I think I've made it clear that
I'm not interested in having
families pay more when we
haven't been the best stewards
of taxpavers' money,” said
Storch, referring to deficit
spending discovered last sum-
Mmer.

Anderson defended the rec-
ommendation. “In this case, our
costs have gone up,” he said.

Food service director Amy
Rouse said her office couldn’t
cover costs last vear, falling
more than $140,000 short .

“Revenues aren’t keeping
pace with expenditures,” Rouse
said, “All our costs are increas-
ing — labor, fuel, even food
costs are up tremendously. We
want to continue making our
food marketable to students.”

She said increasing costs
more for high school students
makes sense because they get
larger portions and more choice.
Rouse said meals cost the dis-
trict more than 80 cents for the
food and about $1 for labor,
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David Tomlinson and Arlene Blank, right, aitended their first
meeting as members of the Champaign school board Monday
night. Nicole Storch, left, who has served on the board for 12
years, was re-elected to another term in last week's election.

“Food service directors' aim
is to make it self-sufficient,” she
said.

Board members also re-
viewed a report on library and |
media services in the schools, a
report that generated discussion
about the library clerks’ jobs on
the list of cuts to be made next
yvear. Blank said she takes issue
with those reductions.

“Reducing the staff will make
a big impact on services,” she
said. “Librarians will be doing
clerical duties. They should first
and foremost be teachers.”

“Data show the importance of |
library staff,” Tomlinson said, “I
think we should take a elose look
at this." [

Anderson said the budget's
evolving and he'd like to see
those concerns addressed.

“T like where we were and I
hope as we look at the process
we can get back there,” he said.

“We're willing to make addi-
tional changes, but we have to
cut £2 million,” said Superinten-
dent Arthur Culver.
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