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Diversity Consultant J o ins Lincoln T ra il Libraries S ys tem Staf f

Amani Ayad has j oined the staff of Lincol n Trail  Libra ries System (LTLS), Champaign, as
Diversi ty Consultant with responsi bili ty for a  grant project  entitled “Diversi ty and Cultural
Competency in Rural  Librari es:  A Multi -System Ini tiative.”  Ayad will  build  on Li ncoln
Trail ’s project  from fi scal year 2005 that designed and i niti ated a model for positi oning rural
li brary staff to meet the needs of i ncreasi ngly diverse populations in rural  East Central
Il linoi s.  

The current proj ect wi ll extend the i niti atives into the terri tory of three other li brary sys-
tems--Lewis and Clark Library System, Rol ling P ra irie Library System, and Shawnee
Library System, headquartered i n Edwardsvi lle,  Decatur, and Cartervill e respectively.   Goals
of the project incl ude provi ding library staff and community leaders greater awareness and
understanding of diversi ty through a range of program s and developi ng an extensive network of
rural libra ries and non-li brary agencies in order to sustain efforts to understand and meet the
needs of diverse  populations in the future.   

Funding for the project was awarded by Jesse Whit e, Secretary of State and State Librari an,
under the federal Library Services  and Technology Act (LSTA) program.     

Ayad earned a bachelor's degree in English Language and Li terature from the Unive rsity of
Cairo  and a master's degree i n trai ning and development from the Human Resource Education
Department at the College of Education, Uni versit y of Ill inois  at Urbana-Cham paign.  She was
the career educator at the Urbana Adult Education Center before joini ng the LTLS staff.  Contact
her at Lincoln Trail Li braries  System at 217- 352-00 47, Ext. 228, or e-mail  aayad@li ncol-
ntrai l.info.

Founded in 1966, Li ncoln Trail Librari es System has headquarters in Champaign and is one of
9 multi type l ibrary systems in the State of I lli nois.  The System serves 7 academic, 53 pub-
li c, 45 school, and 17 special  li braries in Champaign, Clark, Coles,  Douglas, Edgar, Ford,
Iroquois,  Piat t, and Vermili on counties.  Li ncoln Trail  advocates, collaborates, and facil itates
education and cooperation to empower inf ormation agencies to improve and expand access to and
delivery of inf ormation resources.
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